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ENCODING / DECODING METHOD AND
APPARATUS USING A TREE STRUCTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This present application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/514,537, filed on Aug. 2, 2012, which
is the National Phase application of International Application
No. PCT/KR2010/008860, filed on Dec. 10, 2010, which
designates the United States and was published in Korean.
Further, this application claims the priority of Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2009-0122500, filed on Dec. 10, 2009
and No. 10-2010-0126315, filed on Dec. 10, 2010 in the
KIPO (Korean Intellectual Property Office).

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to an encoding/decoding
method and apparatus using a tree structure. More particu-
larly, the present disclosure relates to a method and apparatus
for improving the encoding efficiency and in turn the video
compression efficiency by using a tree structure in the encod-
ing of various pieces of image information and the decoding
of the resultant encoded data.

BACKGROUND

The statements in this section merely provide background
information related to the present disclosure and may not
constitute prior art.

Current video data compression technologies include
H.261, H.263, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, and the like. In encoding
images, the existing video compression technologies divide
each image into fixedly sized macroblocks which are com-
posed of rectangular 16x16 pixel areas of luma component
and rectangular 8x8 pixel areas of chroma component. All of
the luma and chroma components are spatially or temporally
predicted, and the resultant predicted residuals undergo trans-
form, quantization, and entropy coding before they are even-
tually compressed.

An encoding apparatus by the H.264/AVC compression
standard subdivides each macroblock into blocks of smaller
sizes 16x16, 8x8, and 4x4 to perform an intra prediction
encoding wherein 16x16 pixel blocks are processed in one of
four prediction modes and 8x8 pixel blocks and 4x4 pixel
blocks in one of nine prediction modes. As for an inter pre-
diction encoding, each macroblock may be first divided into
blocks of pixel sizes 16x16, 16x8, 8x16, 8x8, 8x4, 4x8, and
4x4. Transform is carried out in units of 8x8 or 4x4 pixel
blocks, and quantization of transform coefficients utilizes a
scalar quantization. In this way, a video encoding apparatus in
the process of intra prediction encoding or inter prediction
encoding is supposed to encode not only the target images but
also various pieces of information used for the intra predic-
tion encoding and inter prediction encoding.

In addition, there is an outstanding necessity for compress-
ing high-resolution videos such as 4Kx2K videos, but no such
technology has been developed that can effectively compress
a large volume of high-resolution videos. Still, as the video
size increases and units of division for encoding a large vol-
ume of videos increase, more information is necessary for the
intra prediction encoding and inter prediction encoding,
resulting in a reduction in the video compression efficiency.
Therefore, there is a need for technological development that
can improve the encoding efficiency and video compression
efficiency.
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2
DISCLOSURE

Technical Problem

To solve the above-mentioned problems and meet the need
for a developed technology, the present disclosure mainly
seeks to improve the encoding efficiency and in turn the video
compression efficiency by using a tree structure in the encod-
ing of various pieces of image information and the decoding
of the resultant encoded data.

SUMMARY

An embodiment of the present disclosure provides an
encoding apparatus for encoding image information to be
coded, including: a tree encoder for grouping predetermined
areas having the image information into a plurality of groups,
generating a node value of each layer up to an uppermost layer
by determining a minimum value or a maximum value of
information to be encoded within grouped areas as informa-
tion on the grouped areas, and encoding a difference value
between the node value of each layer and a node value of an
upper layer or a difference value between the node value of
each layer and a value determined based on a preset criterion;
and an additional information encoder for encoding addi-
tional information, including information on maximum num-
ber of layers, information on number of areas to be grouped,
and information on whether the node value of each layer is
determined by a minimum value or by a maximum value
among node values of a lower layer.

Another embodiment of the present disclosure provides a
decoding apparatus for decoding a bit stream to reconstruct
information, including: an additional information decoder for
decoding the bit stream to reconstruct additional information,
including information on maximum number of layers, infor-
mation on a size of an area of a lowermost layer, and infor-
mation on whether a node value of each layer is determined
by a minimum value or by a maximum value among node
values of a lower layer; and a tree decoder for decoding the bit
stream by using the additional information to reconstruct a
difference value between the node value of each layer and a
node value of an upper layer or a difference value between the
node value of each layer and a value determined based on a
preset criterion, adding the reconstructed difference value to
the node value of the upper layer to reconstruct the node value
of'each layer, and reconstructing a node value of a lowermost
layer as information to be decoded.

Yet another embodiment of the present disclosure provides
an encoding apparatus for encoding image information to be
coded, including: a tree encoder for grouping areas having
same information among predetermined areas having the
image information, and encoding one or more of a node value
and a flag indicating whether or not a node of each layer is
divided; and an additional information encoder for encoding
additional information, including information on maximum
number of layers and information on a size of area indicated
by each node of a lowermost layer.

Yet another embodiment of the present disclosure provides
a decoding apparatus for decoding a bit stream to reconstruct
information, including: an additional information decoder for
decoding the bit stream to reconstruct additional information,
including information on maximum number of layers and
information on a size of area indicated by each node of a
lowermost layer; and a tree decoder for decoding the bit
stream, based on the additional information, to reconstruct a
flag indicating whether or not a node of each layer from an
uppermost layer to a lowermost layer is divided, and recon-
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structing the information by reconstructing a node value of
the node of each layer according to the reconstructed flag.

Yet another embodiment of the present disclosure provides
an encoding method for encoding image information by using
a tree structure, including: forming a tree structure in which
each layer includes at least one node, and the node is divided
or not divided into the node of the lower layer; encoding a flag
for indicating whether or not the node is divided into a node of
alower layer; and encoding additional information, including
information on maximum number of layers and information
on a size of area indicated by each node of a lowermost layer.

Yet another embodiment of the present disclosure provides
a decoding method for reconstructing image information by
using a tree structure, including: reconstructing additional
information, including information on maximum number of
layers constituting the tree structure and information on a size
of an area indicated by each node of a lowermost layer; and
reconstructing a flag indicating whether or not each node
included in each layer is divided, based on the additional
information, and reconstructing a node value of the node of
each layer according to the reconstructed flag.

Advantageous Effects

According to the present disclosure as described above, the
encoding efficiency and in turn the video compression effi-
ciency may be improved by using a tree structure in the
encoding of various pieces of image information and the
decoding of the resultant encoded data.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG.1is ablock diagram schematically showing an encod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary diagram showing information to be
encoded by using a tree structure according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary diagram showing a tag tree of
information on areas determined at each layer according to a
first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary diagram showing bits encoded by
using a tree structure according to a first embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an encoding method using a
tree structure according to a first embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram schematically showing a decod-
ing method using a tree structure according to a first embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a decoding method using a
tree structure according to a first embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 8 is ablock diagram schematically showing an encod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9A shows areas having the information to be encoded
within a single picture, FIG. 9B shows the groups of areas
having the same information among the areas shown in FIG.
9A, and FIG. 9C shows the tree structure of information on
the areas grouped as shown in FIG. 9B;

FIG. 10 is an exemplary diagram showing the encoding
results of information expressed as a tree structure according
to a second embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is an exemplary diagram showing another scheme
for dividing a node into lower layers according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure;
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FIGS. 12 and 13 are exemplary diagrams showing group-
ing when information on areas is distributed in different
schemes;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an encoding method using
a tree structure according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 15 is a block diagram schematically showing a decod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 16 is a flowchart showing a decoding method using a
tree structure according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An encoding/decoding method and apparatus using a tree
structure according to embodiments of the present disclosure
will be described below in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

According to the embodiments of the present disclosure,
the encoding efficiency is improved by using a tree structure
in the encoding of image information to be encoded and the
decoding of the resultant encoded data.

According to the embodiments of the present disclosure,
the information to be encoded may be information on image
signals or various pieces of information used for encoding the
image signals, such as macroblock size and macroblock type
information of variably sized macroblocks, partition infor-
mation indicating the size and type of subblocks for predic-
tion and transform, intra prediction information, motion vec-
tor, motion vector prediction direction, optimal motion vector
prediction candidate, optimal interpolation filters of arbi-
trarily sized areas, use or non-use of image enhancement
filters, reference picture index, quantization matrix index,
optimal motion vector precision and transform size informa-
tion, image pixel information, coded block information or
coefficient information indicating whether or not transform
coefficient other than zero exists within a predetermined
block.

In addition, predetermined areas may be macroblocks of
variable sizes, or may be blocks of various pixel sizes, such as
64x64 pixel blocks, 32x32 pixel blocks, 16x16 pixel blocks,
16x32 pixel blocks, or 4x16 pixel blocks. Moreover, the
predetermined areas may be areas of various types and sizes,
such as blocks from which motion vectors are determined.

According to the embodiments of the present disclosure,
the encoding and decoding may be applied to entropy coding
and entropy decoding but is not limited thereto and may also
be applied to various other encoding and decoding.

FIG.1isablock diagram schematically showing an encod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

An encoding apparatus 100 using a tree structure according
to a first embodiment of the present disclosure may include a
tree encoder 110 and an additional information encoder 120.

The tree encoder 110 groups predetermined areas having
image information to be encoded into a plurality of groups,
generates a node value of each layer up to an uppermost layer
by determining a minimum value or a maximum value of
information to be encoded within grouped areas as informa-
tion on the grouped areas, and encodes a difference value
between the node value of each layer and a node value of an
upper layer or a difference value between the node value of
each layer and a value determined based on a preset standard.

The term “node value of each layer” means a value of
information on areas grouped at each layer. For example, the
node value at the lowermost layer may be a value of informa-
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tionon a predetermined area. The node value atan upper layer
of'the lowermost layer may be a value of information on areas
grouped by predetermined areas. The value of the informa-
tion on the grouped area may be determined by a minimum
value or a maximum value among values of information on
the predetermined areas included within the grouped area. In
addition, the value determined by the preset standard may be
avalue having the highest occurrence probability in the areas
encoded till now among the previous area or adjacent areas,
but is not limited thereto, and may be a value determined by
various standards.

In this case, the tree encoder 110 may encode the difference
value between the node value of each layer and the node value
of the upper layer by using various binary coding methods,
such as unary code, truncated unary code, and exponential-
Golomb (Exp-Golomb) code. Moreover, after binarizing the
difference value between the node value of each layer and the
node value of the upper layer by using various binary coding
methods, such as unary code, truncated unary code, and expo-
nential-Golomb (Exp-Golomb) code, the tree encoder 110
may perform a binary arithmetic coding by determining a
probabilistic model for encoding a node value of a layer to be
encoded, based on the node value of the adjacent layer or the
upper layer, or by changing a probabilistic model at each
layer.

In addition, in the event where the node value of each layer
is determined by the minimum value among the node values
of'the lower layer, the tree encoder 110 skips the encoding of
a node value of a lower layer than a layer having a maximum
node value. That is, in the event where the node value of each
layer is determined by the minimum value among the node
values of the lower layer, if a certain node value of a certain
layer is a maximum value of the information to be encoded,
the tree encoder 110 encodes a node value of a corresponding
layer, and skips the encoding on the node values of the lower
layer on the assumption that all the node values of the lower
layer have the same values. On the other hand, in the event
where the node value of each layer is determined by the
maximum value among the node values of the lower layer, the
tree encoder 110 skips the encoding on node values of a lower
layer than a layer having a minimum node value. That is, in
the event where the node value of each layer is determined by
the maximum value among the node values of the lower layer,
if a certain node value of a certain layer is a minimum value
the information to be encoded can have, the tree encoder 110
encodes a node value of a corresponding layer, and skips the
encoding on the node values of the lower layer on the assump-
tion that all the node values of the lower layer have the same
values.

Furthermore, in order to perform the encoding according to
the occurrence probability of the information to be encoded,
the tree encoder 110 may assign a small code number or a
large code number according to the occurrence probability by
changing a code number assigned to the information to be
encoded. In this case, the occurrence probability of the infor-
mation to be encoded may be calculated by using various
occurrence probabilities, such as the occurrence probability
of'information on a predetermined adjacent area, or the occur-
rence probability of information on an area encoded till now
within an entire or partial area including the information to be
encoded.

In the event where the tree encoder 110 encodes the node
value of the uppermost layer, the tree encoder 110 may set the
node value of the upper layer of the uppermost layer to a
predetermined value because the upper layer of the upper-
most layer does not exist, and may encode a difference value
between the node value of the uppermost layer and the set
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6

predetermined value. In this case, the predetermined value set
as the node value of the upper layer of the uppermost layer
may be set by various values, such as a value having the
highest occurrence probability while being encoded till now
in an entire or partial area including the information to be
encoded, a preset value, and a value having the highest occur-
rence probability among values of information on predeter-
mined adjacent areas.

The additional information encoder 120 encodes addi-
tional information used for encoding the information on the
predetermined area by using the tree structure according to
the first embodiment of the present disclosure. The additional
information may be information on the maximum number of
layers, information on the size of area of the lowermost layer,
and information on whether the node value of each layer is
determined by the minimum value or by the maximum value
among the node values of the lower layer. The encoded addi-
tional information may be included in a header of a predeter-
mined encoding unit, such as a sequence header, picture
header, or slice header of a bit stream.

The process of encoding the information to be encoded by
using the tree structure will be described below in detail with
reference to FIGS. 2 to 4.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary diagram showing the information to
be encoded by using the tree structure according to the first
embodiment of the present disclosure and code numbers
assigned to the respective pieces of information.

In the case of the inter prediction encoding when an image
macroblock is a 64x64 pixel block and is divided into 8x16
pixel subblocks, the motion vector precision determined at
each 8x16 pixel subblock is exemplarily shown in FIG. 2. In
this case, the information to be encoded is the motion vector
precision of a predetermined area, and the predetermined area
is an 8x16 pixel subblock.

The encoding may be carried out by using untouched val-
ues of data to be encoded, and may also be carried out by
assigning code numbers to the data to be encoded. The
method for assigning the code numbers may be modified in
various manners according to the occurrence probability of
data. The embodiment of FIG. 2 shows an example in which
code numbers 1, 2 and 3 are assigned to Y2 precision, %
precision, and % precision, respectively. The encoding appa-
ratus 100 according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure may determine the node value of each layer by
repeating, at each layer, the process of assigning the code
numbers to the motion vector precisions shown in FIG. 2,
grouping a predetermined number of predetermined areas in
order for the encoding using the tree structure as shown in
FIG. 3, and determining information on the grouped areas,
based on the information included within the grouped areas.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary diagram showing a tag tree of
information on areas determined at each layer according to
the first embodiment of the present disclosure.

In order for encoding the information to be encoded by
using the tree structure as shown in FIG. 2, the video encoding
apparatus 100 determines the tree structure as shown in FIG.
3 by repeating, up to the uppermost layer, the process of
grouping four 8x16 pixel subblocks and determining the
information on the grouped areas by the minimum value of
information included within the respective grouped areas.

Thereafter, the video encoding apparatus 100 encodes
additional information used for encoding the information
based on the tree structure. The additional information may
be information on the maximum number of layers in the tree
structure, information on the size of area of the lowermost
layer, and information on whether the information on areas
grouped at each layer is determined by the minimum value or
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by the maximum value among pieces of information on the
areas of the lower layer. Instead of the information on the size
of area of the lowermost layer, information on the number of
areas to be grouped may be included in the additional infor-
mation and then be encoded. In FIG. 3, as the additional
information, the maximum number of the layers in the tree
structure is four, the size of area of the lowermost layer is
8x16 pixels, and the information on areas grouped at each
layer is the minimum value of pieces of information on the
areas of the lower layer. In this case, instead of encoding the
size of area of the lowermost layer as the additional informa-
tion, “four”, the number of the areas to be grouped, may be
encoded as the encoding information.

Referring to FIG. 3, since the minimum value of the code
numbers assigned to the first four areas of the layer 3 is the
code number 1 indicating the %4 precision, the value of the
information on the first area of the layer 2 is the code number
1 indicating the %2 precision. In this manner, the tree structure
as shown in FIG. 3 is determined by grouping the areas of
each layer from the layer 3 to the layer 0 and determining the
minimum value of pieces of information on the areas included
within the grouped areas as the value of the information on the
grouped areas.

If the tree structure as shown in FIG. 3 is determined, the
encoding apparatus 100 generates code bits from the upper
layer to the lower layer and encodes the generated code bits.
Moreover, since the encoding apparatus 100 knows the maxi-
mum value of the information to be encoded, the encoding
apparatus 100 may generate a binary bit string by using a
truncated unary code.

In this case, the method for encoding the node of each layer
encodes a difference value from an upper node value, and the
method for encoding the difference value encodes a binary bit
‘0’ as many as the difference value and encodes a binary bit
‘1’ atthe end. If there is no difference between the value of the
current node to be encoded and the value of the upper node, a
binary bit ‘1’ is encoded.

More specifically, the method for encoding each node
value encodes the difference value between the value of the
current node to be encoded and the value of the upper node by
using the binary bits ‘0’and “1°, except for the following cases
(1) to (3). The binary bit ‘0’ is encoded as many as the
difference value only and encodes the binary bit ‘1” at the end.
If'there is no difference between the value of the current node
to be encoded and the value of the upper node, the binary bit
1’ is encoded. Conversely, the binary bit ‘1’ may be encoded
as many as the difference value and, if there is no difference
between the value of the current node to be encoded and the
value of the upper node, the binary bit ‘0’ may be encoded.

Upon encoding each node value, in the event where the
value of the upper node is the maximum value the data to be
encoded can have, the lower nodes are not encoded because
the lower nodes cannot have larger values than the upper
node. That is, all the lower nodes have the same value as the
code number of the upper node.

Upon encoding the difference value, in the event where the
value of the current node is the value of the data to be encoded
or the maximum value the code number can have, the binary
bit ‘0’ is encoded as many as the difference value from the
upper node, and the binary bit ‘1’ indicating the termination of
the encoding on the current node is not encoded at the end. For
example, the binary bits ‘00” are encoded if the maximum
value the data to be encoded can have is 3 and the value of the
upper node is 1, and the value of the current node to be
encoded is 3.

Upon encoding the value of the last node among the nodes
each having the same upper node, in the event where the
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values of the nodes other than the last node are larger than the
value of the upper node, the value of the last node is not
encoded.

Upon encoding the value of the uppermost nodes, the dif-
ference value from the value of the data to be encoded or the
maximum value the code number can have is encoded by
using the above-described binary bits 0 and 1. Moreover,
another method for encoding the value of the uppermost node
may encode the difference value from the code number or
data having the highest occurrence probability.

FIG. 4 is an exemplary diagram showing encoded bits of
the motion vector precision of FIG. 2 by using the tree struc-
ture according to the first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 4 shows bits generated by encoding the information
on areas of FIG. 2 by using the tree structure and the corre-
sponding areas. The process of encoding the information on
areas of FIG. 2 by using the tree structure of FIG. 3 will be
described below with reference to FIG. 4. In the following
encoding process, the node value means the code number.

In the case of the area (0,0), there is no upper layer in the
layer 0 which is the uppermost layer. Assuming that the %5
precision has the highest occurrence probability, the node
value of the upper layer is set to 1 (V2 precision). Therefore,
the difference value between the node value of the uppermost
layer and the node value of the upper layer thereof is 0. 0
becomes 1 if expressed as a binary bit string. Since the node
value of the area (0,0) in the layer 1 is 1 (V2 precision) and the
node value of theupper layer is 1 (12 precision), the difference
value therebetween is 0. 0 becomes 1 if expressed as a binary
bit string. Since the node value of the area (0,0) in the layer 2
is 1 (Y42 precision) and the node value of the upper layeris 1 (12
precision), the difference value therebetween is 0. 0 becomes
1ifexpressed as a binary bit string. Since the node value of the
area (0,0) in the layer 3 is 1 (V2 precision) and the node value
of the upper layer is 1 (Y2 precision), the difference value
therebetween is 0. 0 becomes 1 if expressed as a binary bit
string. Therefore, the binary bit string obtained by encoding
the information on the area (0,0) among the areas shown in
FIG.1is 1111.

In the case of the area (0,1), since the node values of the
layer 0, the layer 1, and the layer 2 have already been encoded
in the process of encoding the node value of the area (0,0), the
node values of the layer O, the layer 1, and the layer 2 are not
encoded, and only the node value of the layer 3 is encoded.
Since the node value of the area (0,1) in the layer 3 is 2 (V4
precision) and the node value of its upper layer is 1 (V2
precision), the difference value between code numbers is 1. 1
becomes 01 if expressed as a binary bit string. Therefore, the
binary bit string obtained by encoding the information on the
area (0,1) among the areas shown in FIG. 2 is O1.

In the case of the area (0,4), since the node value of the
layer 0 has already been encoded in the process of encoding
the node value of the area (0,0), the node value of the layer O
is not encoded, and only the node values of the layer 1, the
layer 2, and the layer 3 are encoded. Since the node value of
the area (0,1) in the layer 1 is 1 (V2 precision) and the node
value of’its upper layeris 1 (%2 precision), the difference value
between code numbers is 1. 1 becomes 01 if expressed as a
binary bit string. Since the node value of the area (0,2) in the
layer 2 is 2 (V4 precision) and the node value of its upper layer
is 2 (¥4 precision), the difference value between code num-
bers is 0. 0 becomes 1 if expressed as a binary bit string. Since
the node value of the area (0,4) in the layer 3 is 2 (V4 precision)
and the node value of the upper layer is 2 (¥4 precision), the
difference value between code numbers is 0. 0 becomes 1 if
expressed as a binary bit string. Therefore, the binary bit
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string obtained by encoding the information on the area (0,4)
among the areas shown in FIG. 11s 0111.

In the case of the area (2,0), since the node values of the
layer 0 and the layer 1 have already been encoded, the node
values of the layer 0 and the layer 1 are not encoded, and only
the node values of the layer 2 and the layer 3 are encoded.
Since the node value of the area (1,0) in the layer 2 is 3 (Y4
precision) and the node value of its upper layer is 1 (V2
precision), the difference value between code numbers is the
maximum value of 2 and the corresponding node value is 3
(Y% precision). Therefore, the binary bit string generated by
the truncated unary code is 00. Since the maximum value
appears, the node values of the lower layer of the correspond-
ing node are not encoded.

Likewise, in the case of the area (2,6), since the node values
of'the layer O and the layer 1 have already been encoded, the
node values of the layer 0 and the layer 1 are not encoded, and
only the node values of the layer 2 and the layer 3 are encoded.
Since the node value of the area (0,1) in the layer 2 is 3 (Y4
precision) and the node value of the upper layer is 2 (V4
precision), the difference value therebetween is 1 and the
corresponding node value is 3 (Y% precision). Therefore, the
binary bit string generated by a truncated unary code is 0. In
this case, since the maximum value is appeared, the node
values of the lower layer are not encoded.

In the case of performing an arithmetic coding, the encod-
ing apparatus 100 generates a probabilistic model by using
the binary bit string or information on adjacent areas and
performs an arithmetic coding on the generated binary bit
string. In the case of performing no arithmetic coding, the
encoding apparatus 100 inserts the generated binary bit string
into the bit stream.

In this manner, the bit stream is generated by encoding the
information exemplarily shown in FIG. 2 by using the tree
structure.

Although FIGS. 2 to 4 show an example in which the code
numbers 1, 2 and 3 are assigned to the ' precision, the Y4
precision, and the % precision and then encoded, different
code numbers may be assigned to the different precisions by
using the occurrence probability of the information on adja-
cent areas or the already encoded information.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an encoding method using a
tree structure according to a first embodiment of the present
disclosure.

As for the encoding method using the tree structure accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present disclosure, the
encoding apparatus 100 groups predetermined areas having
image information to be encoded into a plurality of groups,
and generates a node value of each layer up to an uppermost
layer by determining a minimum value or a maximum value
of information to be encoded within grouped areas as infor-
mation on the grouped areas (step S510). The encoding appa-
ratus 100 encodes a difference value between the node value
of'each layer and a node value of an upper layer (step S520).
The encoding apparatus 100 encodes additional information,
including information on the maximum number of layers,
information on the size of area of the lowermost layer, and
information on whether the node value for each layer is deter-
mined by the minimum value or by the maximum value
among the node values of the lower layer (step S530).

The encoding apparatus 100 does not necessarily perform
step S530 and may optionally perform step S530 according to
an implementation scheme or necessity. For example, in the
event where the encoding apparatus 100 and a decoding appa-
ratus, which will be described below, mutually know one or
more of the information on the maximum number of layers,
the information on the size of area of the lowermost layer, and
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the information on whether the node value of each layer is
determined by the minimum value or by the maximum value
among the node values of the lower layer, the encoding appa-
ratus 100 may not encode the mutually known information
and encode only mutually unknown information. If all pieces
of information are mutually known in agreement and set up,
the encoding apparatus 100 may not encode the additional
information.

At step S530, the encoding apparatus 100 may insert infor-
mation on the number of areas to be grouped into the encod-
ing information and encode the encoding information,
instead of the information on the size of area of the lowermost
layer. This is because, if the maximum number of the layers is
determined, the size of area of the lowermost layer determin-
ing the number of the areas to be grouped may also be deter-
mined.

At step S520, the encoding apparatus 100 may encode the
difference value by using a binary coding, or may perform a
binary arithmetic coding by encoding the difference value by
using the binary coding and then changing a probabilistic
model. In this case, the probabilistic model may be deter-
mined based on a node value of an adjacent layer or an upper
layer, or may be differently changed at each layer.

At step S520, in the event where the node value of each
layer is determined by the minimum value among the node
values of the lower layer, the encoding apparatus 100 may
skip the encoding on a node value of a lower layer of a node
having a maximum node value. In the event where the node
value of each layer is determined by the maximum value
among the node values of the lower layer, the encoding appa-
ratus 100 may skip the encoding on a node value of a lower
layer than a layer having a minimum node value.

At step S520, the encoding apparatus 100 may change the
code number assigned to the information to be encoded, in
order for performing the encoding according to the occur-
rence probability of the information to be encoded.

Atthe step S520, in the event where the encoding apparatus
encodes the node value of the uppermost layer, the encoding
apparatus 100 may set the node value of the upper layer of the
uppermost layer to a predetermined value, and encode a dif-
ference value between the node value of the uppermost layer
and the set predetermined value.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram schematically showing a decod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The decoding apparatus 600 using the tree structure
according to the first embodiment of the present disclosure
may include an additional information decoder 610 and a tree
decoder 620.

The additional information decoder 610 decodes a bit
stream to reconstruct additional information, including infor-
mation on the maximum number oflayers, information on the
size of area of the lowermost layer, and information on
whether the node value of each layer is determined by the
minimum value or by the maximum value among the node
values of the lower layer. The tree decoder 620 uses the
decoded additional information to reconstruct the tree struc-
ture and reconstruct a difference value between the node
value of each layer and the node value of the upper layeror a
difference value between the node value of each layer and a
value determined by a preset standard. In this case, the addi-
tional information decoder 610 reconstructs the additional
information by extracting data with the encoded additional
information from a header of the bit stream and then decoding
the extracted data. The header of the bit stream may be a
macroblock header, a slice header, a picture header, or a
sequence header. The value determined by the preset standard
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may be a value having the highest occurrence probability in
areas decoded thus far among the previous areas or adjacent
areas, but is not limited thereto, and may be a value deter-
mined by various criteria.

The additional information decoder 610 is not necessarily
included in the decoding apparatus 600 and may be optionally
included according to an implementation scheme or neces-
sity. For example, in the event where the encoding apparatus
100 and the decoding apparatus 600 mutually know the infor-
mation on the maximum number of layers, the information on
the size of area of the lowermost layer, and the information on
whether the node value of each layer is determined by the
minimum value or by the maximum value among the node
values of the lower layer, the encoding apparatus 100 may not
encode the additional information, and accordingly, the
decoding apparatus 600 may reconstruct the tree structure by
using the preset additional information, without reconstruct-
ing the additional information by decoding the bit stream.

The tree decoder 620 decodes the bit stream by using the
additional information to reconstruct the difference value
between the node value of each layer and the node value of the
upper layer or the difference value between the node value of
each layer and the value determined by the preset standard.
The tree decoder 620 reconstructs the node value of each
layer by adding the reconstructed difference value to the node
value ofthe upper layer. The tree decoder 620 reconstructs the
node value of the lowermost layer as information to be
decoded. That is, the tree decoder 620 reconstructs an
enhanced tree structure by using the additional information
that is preset or reconstructed by the additional information
decoder 610. The tree decoder 620 decodes the bit stream,
based on the enhanced tree structure, to reconstruct the dif-
ference value between the node value of each layer and the
node value of the upper layer. The tree decoder 620 recon-
structs the node value of each layer by adding the recon-
structed difference value to the node value of the upper layer.

In this case, the tree decoder 620 may reconstruct the
difference value between the node value of each layer and the
node value of the upper layer by decoding the bit stream by
using various binary decoding methods, such as unary code,
truncated unary code, and Exp-Golomb code. In addition,
after decoding the bit stream by using various binary decod-
ing methods, such as unary code, truncated unary code, and
Exp-Golomb code, the tree decoder 620 may perform a
binary arithmetic decoding by determining a probabilistic
model of a layer to be decoded based on a node value of an
adjacent layer or an upper layer. Moreover, the tree decoder
620 may perform an arithmetic decoding on the bit stream by
differently changing a probabilistic model at each layer.

In the event where it is identified that the encoding appa-
ratus 100 determines the node value of each layer by the
minimum value among the node values of the lower layer,
based on the additional information, the tree decoder 620
skips the decoding on the node values of the lower layer than
the layer having the maximum node value on the assumption
that all the node values of the lower layer have the same value.
On the other hand, in the event where it is identified that the
encoding apparatus 100 determines the node value of each
layer by the maximum value among the node values of the
lower layer, based on the additional information, the tree
decoder 620 skips the decoding on the node values of the
lower layer than the layer having the minimum node value on
the assumption that all the node values of the lower layer have
the same value.

The tree decoder 620 may differently change the code
numbers according to the occurrence probability of the infor-
mation to be decoded. That is, the tree decoder 620 may
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assign a small code number or a large code number according
to the occurrence probability of the information to be
decoded. The occurrence probability of the information to be
decoded may be calculated by using various methods, such as
the occurrence probability of information on predetermined
adjacent areas, or the occurrence probability of information
that has already been decoded and reconstructed prior to the
area having the information to be decoded.

In the event where the tree decoder 620 reconstructs the
difference value between the node value of the uppermost
layer and the node value of the upper layer thereof, the tree
decoder 620 reconstructs only the difference value on the
assumption that the node value of the upper layer of the
uppermost layer has a predetermined value because the upper
layer than the uppermost layer does not exist. In this case, the
predetermined value may be anyone among a value having
the highest occurrence probability while being decoded thus
far, a preset value, a value having the highest occurrence
probability among values of information on predetermined
adjacent areas, and the like.

The process of reconstructing information by decoding the
bit stream by using the tree structure according to the first
embodiment of the present disclosure will be described below
in detail with reference to FIGS. 2 to 4.

The decoding apparatus 600 extracts data with the encoded
additional information from the picture header, slice header,
or macroblock header of the bit stream, and reconstructs the
additional information by decoding the extracted data. In
addition, the decoding apparatus 600 may use preset addi-
tional information. The additional information may include
information on the maximum number of layers, information
on the size of area of the lowermost layer, and information on
whether the node value of each layer is determined by the
minimum value or by the maximum value among the node
values of the lower layer. The decoding apparatus 600 may
reconstruct the tree structure as shown in FIG. 3 by using the
information on the maximum number of the layers and the
information on the size of area of the lowermost layer among
the additional information. In this case, the decoding appara-
tus 600 may reconstruct the tree structure by using the infor-
mation on the number of areas to be grouped, instead of the
information on the size of area of the lowermost layer. More-
over, the decoding apparatus 600 may reconstruct the tree
structure by using both the information on the size of area of
the lowermost layer and the information on the number of the
areas to be grouped.

Ifthe tree structure as shown in FIG. 3 is reconstructed, the
decoding apparatus 600 uses the reconstructed tree structure
to decode the bit stream, in which the difference value
between the node value of each layer and the node value of the
upper layer is encoded, as described above with reference to
FIG. 4.

Since the decoding apparatus 600 already knows the maxi-
mum value of the information to be decoded, the decoding
apparatus 600 decodes the binary bit string by using a trun-
cated unary code. In this case, it may be assumed that the code
numbers of the 4 precision, the Y4 precision, and the 4
precision are 1, 2 and 3, respectively. The code number of
each precision may be differently changed according to the
occurrence probability of each precision. If the decoding
apparatus 600 performs an arithmetic decoding of the binary
bit string, the decoding apparatus 600 generates a probabilis-
tic model by using the information on adjacent areas or the
binary bit string, and generates a binary bit stream by an
arithmetic decoding of a next bit stream. If the decoding
apparatus 600 does not perform an arithmetic decoding of the
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binary bit string, the decoding apparatus 600 generates a
binary bit string by decoding the bit stream.

Referring to FIG. 4, in the case of the area (0,0), the upper-
most layer of the layer 0 has no upper layer thereof. Assuming
that the node value of the upper layer has the %2 precision (the
highest occurrence probability), if the binary bit string 1 is
decoded, the difference value between the node value of the
uppermost layer and the node value of the upper layer thereof
is 0. In the layer 1, if the binary bit string 1 is decoded, the
difference value from the node value of the upper layer
thereofis 0. In the layer 2, if the binary bit string 1 is decoded,
the difference value from the node value of the upper layer
thereofis 0. In the layer 3, if the binary bit string 1 is decoded,
the difference value from the node value of the upper layer
thereofis 0. Ifadding the node value of each upper layer to the
difference value between the node value of each layer and the
node value of the upper layer thereof, the node value of each
layer is 1, that is, the %5 precision. Therefore, the recon-
structed information of the area (0,0) is the % precision.

In the case of the area (0,1), since the layer 0, the layer 1,
and the layer 2 have already been decoded in the process of
reconstructing the information on the area (0,0), no additional
decoding is carried out thereon. In the layer 3, if the binary bit
string 01 is decoded, the difference value from the node value
of the upper layer thereof is 1. Therefore, the reconstructed
information of the area (0,1) is 2, which means the % preci-
sion.

In the case of the area (2,0), since the layer O and the layer
1 have already been decoded in the process of reconstructing
the information on the area (0,0), no additional decoding is
carried out thereon. In the layer 2, since the node value of the
upper layer is 1 (Y2 precision), it can be known that the
difference value from the node value of the upper layer is the
maximum value, that is, 2. Therefore, if the binary bit string
00 is decoded by a truncated unary code, the reconstructed
information of the area (2,0) is the % precision.

Likewise, in the case of the area (2,6), since the upper layer
in the layer 2 is the V4 precision, it can be known that the
maximum value of the difference value is 1. If the binary bit
stream O is decoded by a truncated unary code, the difference
value from the upper layer is 1 and the reconstructed infor-
mation of the area (2,6) is the %4 precision. In this case, since
the maximum value is appeared, the node value of the lower
layer is not decoded and is determined as the 4 precision.

In the above-described example, the decoding is carried
out on the assumption that the code numbers 1, 2 and 3 are
assigned to the V2 precision, the Y4 precision, and the %
precision, respectively. However, the code numbers may be
differently changed at each precision by using the informa-
tion on adjacent areas or the occurrence probability of the
decoded and reconstructed information.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a decoding method using a
tree structure according to a first embodiment of the present
disclosure.

As for the decoding method using the tree structure accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present disclosure, the
decoding apparatus 600 decodes a bit stream to reconstruct
additional information (step S710). That is, the decoding
apparatus 600 extracts data with the encoded additional infor-
mation from a header of a predetermined encoding unit, such
as a picture header, slice header, or macroblock header of the
bit stream, and reconstructs the additional information by
decoding the extracted data. The additional information may
include information on the maximum number of layers, infor-
mation on the size of area of the lowermost layer, and infor-
mation on whether the node value of each layer is determined
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by the minimum value or by the maximum value among the
node values of the lower layer.

The decoding apparatus 600 does not necessarily perform
step S710 and may optionally perform step S710 according to
an implementation scheme or necessity. For example, in the
event where the encoding apparatus 100 and the decoding
apparatus 600 in mutual agreement preset all pieces of infor-
mation included in the additional information, the encoding
apparatus 100 may not encode the additional information, and
accordingly, the decoding apparatus 600 may decode the bit
stream by using preset additional information. In the event
where just part of information included in the additional
information is set by a prearrangement between the encoding
apparatus 100 and the decoding apparatus 600, the encoding
apparatus 100 may encode only the mutually unknown infor-
mation, and the decoding apparatus 600 may decode the bit
stream to reconstruct only the mutually unknown informa-
tion. The reconstructed information and preset other informa-
tion may be used for the decoding.

The decoding apparatus 600 decodes the bit stream to
reconstruct the difference value between the node value of
each layer and the node value of the upper layer (step S720).
That is, the decoding apparatus 600 reconstructs an enhanced
tree structure by using the additional information recon-
structed at step S710 or the preset additional information, and
reconstructs the difference value between the node value of
each layer and the node value of the upper layer by decoding
the bit stream by using the reconstructed enhanced tree struc-
ture.

The decoding apparatus 600 reconstructs the node value of
each layer by adding the reconstructed difference value to the
node value of the upper layer (step S730), and reconstructs the
node value of the lowermost layer as the information to be
decoded (step S740).

At step S720, the decoding apparatus 600 may reconstruct
the node value of each layer by decoding the bit stream by
using the binary decoding method, or may reconstruct the
node value of each layer by decoding the bit stream by using
the binary decoding method and then performing a binary
arithmetic decoding by changing a probabilistic model. The
probabilistic model may be determined based on a node value
of'an adjacent layer or an upper layer, or may be difterently
changed at each layer.

At step S720, the decoding apparatus 600 may change the
code numbers assigned to the information to be decoded, in
order for decoding according to the occurrence probability of
the information to be decoded.

At step S730, in the event where it is identified that the node
value of each layer is determined by the minimum value
among the node values of the lower layer, the decoding appa-
ratus 600 may reconstruct all the node values of the lower
layer than the layer having the maximum node value by the
maximum value.

At step S730, in the event where it is identified that the node
value of each layer is determined by the maximum value
among the node values of the lower layer, the decoding appa-
ratus 600 may reconstruct all the node values of the lower
layer than the layer having the minimum node value by the
minimum value.

At step S730, upon decoding the node value of the upper-
most layer, the decoding apparatus 600 may reconstruct the
node value of the uppermost layer by setting the node value of
the upper layer of the uppermost layer to a predetermined
value.

As described above, according to the first embodiment of
the present disclosure, the compression efficiency may be
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improved by efficiently coding the image information to be
coded by using the tree structure.

FIG. 8 is ablock diagram schematically showing an encod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The encoding apparatus 800 using the tree structure
according to the second embodiment of the present disclosure
may include a tree encoder 810 and an additional information
encoder 820 both for variably sized blocks.

The tree encoder 810 for the variably sized block groups
areas having the same information among predetermined
areas having the image information to be encoded, and
encodes one or more of a node value and a flag for indicating
whether or not a node of each layer is divided.

The additional information encoder 820 for the variably
sized block encodes additional information, including infor-
mation on the maximum number of layers in the tree structure
according to the second embodiment and information on the
size of area indicated by each node of the lowermost layer.
The encoded additional information is included in a header of
a bit stream. The header of the bit stream may be a sequence
header, a picture header, a slice header, a macroblock header,
and the like.

The process of encoding the information to be encoded by
using the tree structure will be described below in detail with
reference to FIGS. 9 and 10.

FIGS.9A t0 9C are an exemplary diagram showing the tree
structure according to the second embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 9A shows areas having the information to be encoded
within a single picture. In FIG. 9A, each areamay be a 16x16
pixel macroblock. A; B and C, which are indicated within
each area, represent information to be encoded in each area.
Such information may be a motion vector precision, but is not
limited thereto, and may be various pieces of information,
such as partition type information, intra prediction mode, or
coefficient information. In the second embodiment, although
each area is assumed to be a 16x16 pixel macroblock, the area
may also be various blocks, such as a 64x64 pixel block, a
32x32 pixel block, a 16x32 pixel block, a 16x16 pixel block,
a 16x8 pixel block, an 8x8 pixel bock, an 8x4 pixel block, a
4x8 pixel block, or a 4x4 pixel block. Moreover, each area
may have a different size.

FIG. 9B shows the groups of areas having the same infor-
mation among the areas shown in FIG. 9A. FIG. 9C shows the
tree structure of information on the areas grouped as shown in
FIG. 9B.InFIG. 9C, the area indicated by the lowermost node
is a 16x16 macroblock, and the maximum number of layers in
the tree structure is four. Therefore, such additional informa-
tion is encoded and then included in a header of a relevant
area.

FIG. 10 is an exemplary diagram showing the encoding
results of to information expressed as the tree structure
according to the second embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

If encoding the information of the tree structure shown in
FIG. 9C, a final bit stream may be obtained as shown in FIG.
10. Whether or not a node is divided into nodes of a lower
layer is encoded by a single bit. For example, a bit value ‘1’
represents that the current node is divided into the nodes of
the lower layer, and a bit value ‘0’ represents that the current
node is not divided into the nodes of the lower layer. In the
case of the node of the lowermost layer, whether or not the
node is divided into the nodes of the lower layer is not
encoded, and the node values of the node of the lowermost
layer are encoded.
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In FIG. 9C, since the node of the layer 0 is divided into the
nodes of the lower layer, the node of the layer 0 is encoded by
a bit value ‘1°. Since the node value of the first node of the
divided layer 1 is A and the first node is not divided into the
nodes ofthe lower layer any more, the first node is encoded by
a bit value ‘0” and the node value A is encoded. Since the
second node of the layer 1 is divided into the nodes of the
lower layer, the second node is encoded by a bit value “1°.
Since the third node of the layer 1 is not divided into the nodes
of'the lower layer, the third node is encoded by a bit value ‘0’
and the node value B is encoded. Since the last fourth node of
the layer 1 is divided into the nodes of the lower layer, the last
fourth layer is encoded by a bit value ‘1°. In the same manner,
each node of the layer 2 is encoded. In the layer 3, the maxi-
mum number of layers is designated as four in the header.
Therefore, since it can be known that there are no more nodes
of'the lower layer, only each node value is encoded.

Although each node value is indicated by A, B and C for
convenience sake, each node value is expressed as binary bits.
Furthermore, the example of FIG. 9C shows only two cases:
a first case where the node is divided into the nodes of the
lower layer; and a second case where the node is not divided
into the nodes of the lower layer. In this embodiment, in the
case where the node is divided into the nodes of the lower
layer, the node is divided into four nodes. Referring to FIG.
9C, the division of the node into the four nodes of the lower
layer means that the area corresponding to the node of the
current layer is divided into four equal sub-areas. Alterna-
tively, as shown in FIG. 11, the node may be divided into the
nodes of the lower layer in various forms. For example, the
node may not be divided into the nodes of the lower layer. The
node may be divided into the nodes of the lower layer in the
form of two horizontally divided areas. The node may be
divided into the nodes of the lower layer in the form of two
vertically divided areas. The node may be divided into the
nodes of the lower layer in the form of four areas. In this case,
information indicating the four division types is transmitted
to the decoding apparatus.

Ifthe grouped area is not large, the encoding apparatus 800
may reduce the amount of bits for indicating that there exist
the nodes of the lower layer, by encoding a flag indicating that
the node of the upper layer is divided into nodes of a specific
layer. For example, in the event where the maximum number
oflayers is designated as four in the header of the bit stream,
and the information to be encoded is distributed as shown in
FIG. 12, the areas shown in FIG. 12 may be expressed by
grouping areas having the same information as shown in FIG.
13. In this case, the encoding apparatus 800 may encode the
flag indicating that the node of the uppermost layer is divided
into the nodes of the layer 2 or the layer 3. Therefore, the
number of flags indicating that the node of the upper layer is
divided into the nodes of the lower layer can be reduced,
leading to a reduction in the amount of bits.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an encoding method using
a tree structure according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure.

As for the encoding method using the tree structure accord-
ing to the second embodiment of the present disclosure, the
encoding apparatus 800 groups areas having the same infor-
mation among predetermined areas having information to be
encoded, and encodes one or more of a node value and a flag
indicating whether or not each node of each layer is divided
(step S1410), and encodes additional information, including
information on the maximum number of layers and informa-
tion on the size of area indicated by each node of the lower-
most layer (step S1420).
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At step S1410, if the node is divided, the encoding appa-
ratus 800 may encode a flag indicating the division of the
node. That is, the encoding apparatus 800 may determine
whether or not the node of each layer is divided. If the node is
divided, the encoding apparatus 800 may encode only the flag
indicating that the corresponding node is divided into the
nodes of the lower layer, without encoding the corresponding
node value.

At step S1410, if the node is not divided, the encoding
apparatus 800 may encode the node value of the node and the
flag indicating that the node is not divided. That is, the encod-
ing apparatus 800 may determine whether or not the node of
each layer is divided. If the node is not divided, the encoding
apparatus 800 may encode the node value of the correspond-
ing node as well as the flag indicating that the corresponding
node is not divided into the nodes of the lower layer. The term
“node value of the node” means the information possessed by
the node. If areas having the same information are grouped
into a single node, the same information is the node value.

At step S1410, if the node is the node of the lowermost
layer, the encoding apparatus 800 may encode only the node
value of the corresponding node. That is, the encoding appa-
ratus 800 may determine whether or not the node to be
encoded is the lowermost layer, prior to determining whether
or not the node of each layer is divided. If the corresponding
node is the lowermost layer, the encoding apparatus 800 may
encode only the node value of the corresponding node, with-
out encoding the flag indicating whether or not the corre-
sponding node is divided.

At step S1420, the encoding apparatus 800 may insert data
with encoded additional information into the header of the bit
stream. The header of the bit stream may be a header of
various encoding units, such as a sequence header, a picture
header, a slice header, or a macroblock header.

At step S1410, upon encoding the flag indicating that the
node is divided, the encoding apparatus 800 may encode a
flag indicating that the node is directly divided into nodes of
one or more lower layers. That is, upon encoding the flag
indicating whether or not the node is divided, if the corre-
sponding node is divided into the nodes of the lower layer, the
encoding apparatus 800 may encode the flag indicating that
the corresponding node is subdivided to just a single layer
down and may also encode the flag indicating that the corre-
sponding node is divided into the nodes of two or more lower
layers.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram schematically showing a decod-
ing apparatus using a tree structure according to a second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The decoding apparatus 1500 using the tree structure
according to the second embodiment of the present disclosure
may include an additional information decoder 1510 and a
tree decoder 1520 both for variably sized blocks.

The additional information decoder 1510 for the variably
sized blocks decodes a bit stream to reconstruct additional
information, including information on the maximum number
oflayers and information on the size of area indicated by each
node of the lowermost layer. The tree decoder 1520 for the
variably sized block uses the reconstructed additional infor-
mation to reconstruct the tree structure. In this case, the addi-
tional information decoder 1510 for the variably sized block
extracts data with encoded additional information from a
header of the bit stream, and decodes the extracted data to
reconstruct the additional information. The header of the bit
stream may be a macroblock header, a slice header, a picture
header, a sequence header, and the like.

However, the additional information decoder 1510 for the
variably sized block is not necessarily included in the decod-
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ing apparatus 1500, and may be optionally included accord-
ing to an implementation scheme or necessity. For example,
in the event where the encoding apparatus 800 and the decod-
ing apparatus 1500 are in previous mutual agreement on the
maximum number of layers and the size of the area indicated
by each node of the lowermost layer, the encoding apparatus
800 may not encode the additional information. Accordingly,
the decoding apparatus 1500 also may not reconstruct the
additional information by decoding the bit stream, but may
reconstruct the tree structure by using preset additional infor-
mation.

The tree decoder 1520 for the variably sized block decodes
the bit stream, based on the additional information, to recon-
struct the flag indicating whether or not the node of each layer
from the uppermost layer to the lowermost layer is divided,
and reconstructs the information by reconstructing the node
values of the nodes of each layer according to the recon-
structed flag. That is, the tree decoder 1520 for the variably
sized block decodes the bit stream, based on the additional
information reconstructed by the additional information
decoder 1510 for the variably sized block or the preset addi-
tional information. The tree decoder 1520 for the variably
sized block determines whether or not the node of each layer
from the uppermost layer to the lowermost layer is divided. If
not divided, the tree decoder 1520 for the variably sized block
reconstructs the tree structure by reconstructing the node
value of the node, and reconstructs the information to be
decoded, based on the reconstructed tree structure.

The following description will be provided with reference
to FIGS. 9 and 10 on the process of reconstructing informa-
tion by the decoding apparatus 1500 through decoding the bit
stream by using the tree structure according to the second
embodiment of the present disclosure.

The decoding apparatus 1500 extracts encoded additional
information from a macroblock header, slice header, picture
header, or sequence header of the bit stream, and decodes the
extracted additional information to reconstruct the additional
information. The additional information includes informa-
tion on the maximum number of layers in the tree structure,
and information on the size of area indicated by each node of
the lowermost layer.

The decoding apparatus 1500 extracts a bit string, such as
the final bits of FIG. 10, from the bit stream. Then, as
described above, the decoding apparatus 1500 reconstructs
the tree structure based on the reconstructed additional infor-
mation and the extracted bit string, as exemplarily shown in
FIG. 10.

For example, the decoding apparatus 1500 sequentially
reads the bit values from the bit string of the final bits
extracted from the bit stream, and reconstructs the flag indi-
cating whether or not the node of each layer from the upper-
most layer to the lowermost layer is divided into the nodes of
the lower layer. If the reconstruct flag indicates that the node
is not divided into the nodes of the lower layer, the decoding
apparatus 1500 reads a next bit string and reconstructs the
node value of the corresponding node. The reconstructed
node value is information to be decoded. In addition, if the
reconstructed flag indicates that the node is divided into the
nodes of the lower layer, the decoding apparatus 1500 reads a
next bit value and reconstructs the flag indicating whether or
not the next node or a next node after a next layer is divided
into the nodes of the lower layer. In this manner, the decoding
apparatus 1500 sequentially reads the bit string and recon-
structs information up to the lowermost layer. Meanwhile,
with regard to the node of the lowermost layer, the decoding
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apparatus 1500 does not reconstruct the flag indicating
whether or not the node is divided, and reconstructs only the
node value of each node.

In the event where the node is divided into the nodes of the
lower layer, the node is divided into four nodes, as exemplar-
ily shown in FIG. 9C. Referring to FIG. 9C, the division of the
node into the four nodes of the lower layer means that the area
corresponding to the node of the current layer is divided into
four equal sub-areas. Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 11, the
node may be divided into the nodes of the lower layer in
various forms. For example, the node may not be divided into
the nodes of'the lower layer. The node may be divided into the
nodes of the lower layer in the form of two horizontally
divided areas. The node may be divided into the nodes of the
lower layer in the form of two vertically divided areas. The
node may be divided into the nodes of the lower layer in the
form of four areas. In this case, information indicating the
four division types is transmitted from the encoding apparatus
to the decoding apparatus 1500.

In this manner, the decoding apparatus 1500 reconstructs
the tree structure as shown in FIG. 9C by reconstructing the
information from the uppermost layer to the lowermost layer,
and reconstructs the information on each area shown in FIGS.
9B and 9A, based on the reconstructed tree structure.

If the flag reconstructed by extracting data from the bit
string of the bit stream and decoding the extracted data indi-
cates that the node of a certain layer is directly divided into
nodes of two or more lower layers, the decoding apparatus
1500 skips the decoding on the layer between the indicated
layers, and decodes one or more of the node value of the
corresponding node and the flag indicating whether or not the
node of the indicated lower layer is divided.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart showing a decoding method using a
tree structure according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure.

As for the decoding method using the tree structure accord-
ing to the second embodiment of the present disclosure, the
decoding apparatus 1500 decodes the bit stream to recon-
struct additional information, including information on the
maximum number of layers and information on the size of
area indicated by each node of the lowermost layer (step
S1610). The decoding apparatus 1500 decodes the bit string
extracted from the bit stream, based on the additional infor-
mation, to reconstruct the flag indicating whether or not the
node of each layer from the uppermost layer to the lowermost
layer is divided, and reconstructs information by reconstruct-
ing the node value of the node of each layer according to the
reconstructed flag (step S1620).

At step S1620, if the flag indicates that the node is not
divided into the nodes of the lower layer, the decoding appa-
ratus 150 may reconstruct the node value of the node. That is,
the decoding apparatus 1500 reconstructs the flag indicating
whether or not the node of each layer is divided, decodes a
next node if the reconstructed flag indicates that the node of
the corresponding node is divided into the nodes of the lower
layer, and reconstructs the node value of the corresponding
node only when the reconstructed flag indicates that the node
of'the corresponding node is not divided into the nodes of the
lower layer.

In the event where the node is divided into the nodes of the
lower layer, the node is divided into four nodes, as exemplar-
ily shown in FIG. 9C. Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 11, the
node may be divided into the nodes of the lower layer in
various forms. For example, the node may not be divided into
the nodes of'the lower layer. The node may be divided into the
nodes of the lower layer in the form of two horizontally
divided areas. The node may be divided into the nodes of the
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lower layer in the form of two vertically divided areas. The
node may be divided into the nodes of the lower layer in the
form of four areas. In this case, information indicating the
four division types is transmitted to the decoding apparatus
1500.

At step S1620, the decoding apparatus 1500 may recon-
struct only the node value of each node of the lowermost
layer. That is, the decoding apparatus 1500 determines in
advance whether or not the node to be decoded is included in
the lowermost layer in the process of reconstructing the flag
for indicating whether or not the node of each layer is divided
and/or the node value of the node. If the node to be decoded is
included in the lowermost layer, the decoding apparatus 1500
reconstructs only the node value of the corresponding node,
without reconstructing the flag indicating whether or not the
corresponding node is divided.

In the encoding/decoding method using the tree structure
according to the embodiments of the present disclosure, the
information to be encoded and decoded is not limited to the
data suggested in the embodiments but may be applied to the
encoding and decoding of a variety of information suggested
in the following.

The information to be encoded may include information on
image signals or various pieces of information used for
encoding the image signals, such as macroblock size and
macroblock type information, macroblock partition informa-
tion indicating the size and type of subblocks for prediction
and transform, intra prediction information, motion vector,
motion vector prediction direction, optimal motion vector
prediction candidates, optimal interpolation filters of arbi-
trarily sized areas, use or non-use of image enhancement
filters, reference picture index, quantization matrix index,
optimal motion vector precision and transform size informa-
tion, image pixel information, coded block information or
coefficient information indicating whether or not transform
coefficient other than zero exists within a predetermined
block.

In the embodiment of the present disclosure, the macrob-
lock has variable sizes as a default unit of video encoding and
decoding. The macroblock size information may be encoded
by using the tree structure according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure. To this end, the encoding apparatus
according to the embodiment of the present disclosure gen-
erates information on the maximum size and minimum size of
the macroblock, information on the maximum number of
layers constituting the tree, and the macroblock division par-
tition flag, and transmits the generated information to the
decoding apparatus. The information on the maximum size
and minimum size of the macroblock and the information on
the maximum number of the layers constituting the tree may
be included in the bit stream as the header information of the
sequence, group of pictures (GOP), picture, slice, and the
like.

As shown in FIG. 9C or 10, the macroblock division flag
may be encoded by using the tree structure and included in the
header of the encoding unit. In other words, the information
encoded and decoded by using the tree structure according to
the embodiment of the present disclosure is the above-de-
scribed macroblock division flag.

The maximum and minimum sizes of macroblocks may be
set with the horizontal and vertical sizes determined sepa-
rately so as to permit use of arbitrarily sized macroblocks.
Furthermore, the maximum and minimum sizes of the mac-
roblocks to be encoded may be assigned actual sizes, or a
magnification ratio may be transmitted for instructing to mul-
tiply or reduce a predetermined size by certain times. To
encode the magnification ratio for generating the maximum
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macroblock size through multiplying the predetermined size
by the certain times which are selected to be 16, the value of
log, (selected MBsize/16) is encoded. For example, if the
macroblock size is 16x16, 0 is encoded. If the macroblock
size is 32x32, 1 is encoded. Moreover, the ratios of the hori-
zontal and vertical sizes may be separately encoded.

Alternatively, after encoding the maximum macroblock
size value through the above-described method, the minimum
size value of the macroblock may be encoded by using the
value of log, (maximum macroblock size/minimum macrob-
lock size) indicating the ratio of the maximum macroblock
size to the minimum macroblock size. On the contrary, after
encoding the minimum block size value through the above-
described method, the maximum macroblock size value may
be encoded by using the value of log, (maximum macroblock
size/minimum macroblock size).

Moreover, according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure, the macroblock partition information may be
encoded and decoded by using the tree structure according to
the present disclosure. The macroblock partition information
may include information on the maximum size and minimum
size of the subblock for prediction and/or transform, infor-
mation on the maximum number of layers constituting the
tree, and the macroblock partition division flag, as informa-
tion related to the size and/or type of subblocks (that is,
macroblock partitions) for prediction and/or transform. The
encoding apparatus according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure transmits the macroblock partition infor-
mation to the decoding apparatus.

The maximum and minimum sizes of the subblock for
prediction and/or transform may be determined in units of an
entire picture sequence, GOP, picture, or slice. The informa-
tion on the maximum and minimum sizes of the subblock for
prediction and/or transform and the information on the maxi-
mum number of layers constituting the tree may be included
in the bit stream as the header information of the sequence,
GOP, picture, or slice.

On the other hand, macroblock partition division flag
among the macroblock partition information may be encoded
by using the tree structure according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure. The macroblock partition division flag
may be included in the header of the macroblock or the header
of the macroblock partition corresponding to the encoding
unit.

Moreover, with regard to the subblock size for prediction
and/or transform, that is, prediction and/or transform size
information, the horizontal and vertical sizes of the maximum
and minimum prediction and/or transform size may be sepa-
rately set. Therefore, prediction and/or transform having arbi-
trary sizes may be used. Additionally, the maximum and
minimum sizes of the available prediction and/or transform
may be assigned actual sizes, or a magnification ratio may be
transmitted for instructing to multiply or reduce a predeter-
mined size by certain times. To encode the magnification ratio
for generating the maximum prediction and/or transform size
through multiplying the predetermined size by the certain
times which are selected to be 4, the value of log, (selected
prediction and/or transform/4) is encoded. For example, if the
prediction and/or transform size is 4x4, 0 is encoded. If the
prediction and/or transform size is 8x8, 1 is encoded. More-
over, the ratios of the horizontal and vertical sizes may be
separately encoded.

Alternatively, after encoding the value of the maximum
prediction and/or transform size through the above-described
method, the value of the minimum prediction and/or trans-
form size may be encoded by using the value of log, (maxi-
mum prediction and/or transform size/minimum prediction
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and/or transform size) indicating the ratio of the maximum
prediction and/or transform size to the minimum prediction
and/or transform size. On the contrary, after encoding the
value of the minimum prediction and/or transform size
through the above-described method, the value of the maxi-
mum prediction and/or transform size may be encoded by
using the value of log, (maximum prediction and/or trans-
form size/minimum prediction and/or transform size).

The coded block information indicating whether or not
non-zero transform coefficient exists within a predetermined
block may be 1-bit flag indicating whether or not non-zero
transform coefficient exists within a subblock divided for
prediction or transform. In this case, different flags may be
encoded with respect to a luma component (Y) block and
chroma component (U, V) blocks. With respect to the three
blocks of the luma and chroma components (Y, U, V),
whether or not non-zero transform coefficients exist may be
indicated by a single flag.

Alternatively, after encoding the flag indicating whether or
not the non-zero transform coefficients exist within all blocks
of' the three components (Y, U, V), the transform type may be
encoded only when the non-zero transform coefficient exists,
and then, the flags indicating whether or not the non-zero
transform coefficient exists within the subblocks of the
respective chroma components may be encoded, respectively.

According to the above-described embodiments of the
present disclosure, the tree encoder generates the tree struc-
ture of the image information to be encoded by grouping areas
having the same information among areas having image
information to be encoded. However, this is merely an
example of generating the tree structure, and it is apparent to
those skilled in the art that the tree structure may be generated
in various manners. For example, the size of the macroblock
being the encoding/decoding unit or the size of the subblock
for prediction or transform may be determined by repetitively
dividing a reference block (for example, a macroblock of the
maximum size) into subblocks of smaller sizes. In other
words, macroblocks of various sizes or subblocks for predic-
tion or transform may be included in a single picture by
dividing the reference block into a plurality of first subblocks,
subdividing the first subblocks into second subblocks of
smaller sizes, or not subdividing the first subblocks. In this
case, whether or not the block is divided into the subblocks is
indicated by the division flag. In this manner, the macroblock
size information (that is, macroblock division flag) or the
subblock size information for prediction or transform (that is,
macroblock partition division flag) has the tree structure as
shown in FIG. 9B or 9C.

Although exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure have been described for illustrative purposes, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications,
additions and substitutions are possible, without departing
from essential characteristics of the disclosure. Therefore,
exemplary aspects of the present disclosure have not been
described for limiting purposes. Accordingly, the scope of the
disclosure is not to be limited by the above aspects but by the
claims and the equivalents thereof.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the present disclosure is highly useful
for application in a video compression processing for encod-
ing and decoding images, which are capable of improving the
encoding efficiency and in turn the video compression effi-
ciency by using the tree structure in the encoding of various
pieces of image information and the decoding of the resultant
encoded data.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method performed by a video encoding apparatus for
encoding image information using a tree structure, the
method comprising:

encoding additional information including first informa-

tion on a minimum block size and second information on
a difference between the minimum block size and a
maximum block size; and

encoding a partition flag indicating whether each block,

starting from a block corresponding to an uppermost
layer of the tree structure, is divided into blocks of a
lower layer, and encoding image information of'a block
which is not further divided, wherein the block corre-
sponding to the uppermost layer has the maximum block
size,

wherein the first and second information are used for iden-

tifying the maximum block size.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein, when a block of an
upper layer is divided into blocks of a lower layer, the block
of the upper layer is divided into four equal-sized blocks.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the partition flag indi-
cating whether a block having the minimum block size is
divided is not included in the bitstream.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the additional informa-
tion is included as sequence information.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the image information
includes prediction information and information on residuals
needed for reconstructing pixels of the block which is not
further divided.
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6. A video encoding apparatus for encoding image infor-
mation using a tree structure, the apparatus comprising:

an additional information encoder configured to encode

additional information including first information on a
minimum block size and second information on a dif-
ference between the minimum block size and a maxi-
mum block size; and

a tree encoder configured to encode a partition flag indi-

cating whether each block, starting from a block corre-
sponding to an uppermost layer of the tree structure, is
divided into blocks of a lower layer, and encode image
information of a block which is not further divided,
wherein the block corresponding to the uppermost layer
has the maximum block size,

wherein the first and second information are used for iden-

tifying the maximum block size.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein, when a block of an
upper layer is divided into blocks of a lower layer, the block
of'the upper layer is divided into four equal-sized.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the partition flag
indicating whether a block having the minimum block size is
divided is not included in the bitstream.

9. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the additional infor-
mation is included as sequence information.

10. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the image informa-
tion includes prediction information and information on
residuals used for reconstructing pixels of the block which is
not further divided.



